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EXECUTIVH OFFICE OF THE PRE$IDENT

COUNCIL ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALIry
WASHIT'I0TOltl^ D,C. ?050a

March 9,2018

Thomas M. Iohnson, Jr.

General Counsel
Fedelal Conrtnunications Contmission
445 lz't' Strest, SW
lVashingXon, DC 20554
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Rli: Iredflai Cnnxrrurrisations Ccmmisuion NIPA ]rnplementlng Procedures

l)ear Mr. Johnson:

Ttrank you for cousulting with the Cou*cil an Environu:ental Quality (CEQ) on the

clarifieetion to theNational Envimnment*l Policy Act {NEPA) implementing procedures frrthe

Fecleral Communicatiorx Cunrmission {FCC)" 't'he CEQ regulations provide that agerrcies, it
consultatisfi wi& CEQ" {evrkry agency-specific procedures to irnplement NEPA and revise t}em

as necessary to etrsure full cornpliance with the purposes and proi'isions of NEPA' 40 C.F.R'

$ 1507.3. The FCC proposed changes to its NEPA prooedues, Title 47 CFR Part l, as part of a

Notice of Prnposed Rulqnaking (I&RIvl) pubii*hed in the Feileral Register or May I 0, 20 I 7, 82

try. 2l?61. The NPRIr{ proposed darifying when an Ewironmrntal Assessment (EA} is requircd

for a facility lscated in the floodplain to remove the EA requirement firr "siting in a floodplain

whbn appropriate engineering or mitigation requiremeuts have been ntet." W4relass

Inrt,usrvuelut'e NPltM,3z f'CC Rcd 3330 at 3352-53, para 65 (2017).

As"part of the eonsult*tion with C.EQ the FCC {ook into oorciderati,onpublic comments

rsceived in rc*panse to the NFRM,.as reflected in the March i, 2018 public draft of the $econd

Report a*d Order in the Matter of Accelerafing Wireless Brrradband Deploymerrt hy Rennoving

Barders to Infras&Nrture lnveslment (liecond lteporl alrd Order),1VT Docketlt{o' l?-79,

bjrcul*ted for the FCCos consideration a! its March 22,2A18 operr meeting. The revisions to the

FCC NEPA imptementing procedures would clarify that an IiA must be prepared for facilities

located within &e floodplain, except *&en the lhcility is elevated at least one foot above the bme

tJor:d elevation, fipecifically, the arnended fCC NSIIA procedure would requirc an EA for
.,facitities to be bcated in ffootlplains, if the facility will not be placed at least onq fopt above the

base fioocl *lerration of the flaeiilpla,i^n." Based $n our cattsultation and the FCC recotd, as

clescriberl in tlre public draft of the Secoutl Reporl and Order: CHQ cancludss that this FCC

amend*rent to itsNEI}A procedures is in sonfbrmity withNRPA and the CEQ regulations

implementing the proceduaI provisions of NEPA



'l"hst* yo u. for: your rcsponsiven$$$ to oul' cornmenil; and rcco tnmendations.

$incerely,

;-
Fldwalcl A. Boling -.--'ur
Associate Directot tbr NEPA


